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OPPOSE  HB1848 – An Act to Ensure Adequate Care 

of Animals in Cities and Towns 
[Rep. Louis Kafka (D)] 

Referred to Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government 
 
WHAT THIS BILL DOES: 
This bill requires that Animal Control Officers maintain a list of resources available to 
residents who are unable to provide care for their animals. 
 
It also includes failure “to provide the animal with veterinary care that results in unnecessary 
suffering” under the Animal Cruelty statute. 
 
WHY YOU SHOULD OPPOSE THIS BILL: 
MassFed agrees with the first part of this bill, which requires Animal Control Officers to 
maintain a list of resources for those residents that are unable to care for their animals.  
However, we remain concerned about the possible unintended consequences which might 
result from the misinterpretation of “fails to provide the animal with veterinary care that 
results in unnecessary suffering,” and which might lead to a criminal complaint.  
 
Though MassFed abhors all animal cruelty, we are concerned that this vague definition may 
result in unreasonable charges against pet owners (such as for conditions that might be 
treated without the supervision of a veterinarian, i.e., ear infections, or some dental care).  
 
Some owners may choose to refrain from treating dogs with a cancer diagnosis, instead 
maintaining them until it becomes necessary to end their life. Another person may be the 
owner of a very elderly pet who wishes to wait “for that right time” to say goodbye. The pet 
may appear frail and thin, but is being cared for with love. Outside eyes may misinterpret 
individual circumstances and make unfortunate judgments resulting in cruelty charges 
against caring pet owners. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Massachusetts Federation of Dog Clubs and Responsible Dog Owners 
Darci Brown, 413-498-5006, dbhappyhr@hotmail.com 
Kyle Shaffer; 781-727-0775, k.shaffer@comcast.net 
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HEARING 6/4/13 
 

11am State House 
Rm 437 & 1pm State 

House Rm A2 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
_________________ 
PRESENTED BY: 
Rep. Louis Kafka 
_______________ 

 
SECTION 1. Section 151 of chapter 140 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2006 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by adding in line 22 after the word town, the following sentence: In addition to any 
assistance the dog officer provides, the dog officer shall maintain a list of additional resources available to 
residents who are unable to care for an animal.  
 
SECTION 2. Section 77 of chapter 272 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding, 
after the word "kind," in line 18, the following words:- or fails to provide the animal with veterinary care that 
results in unnecessary suffering, 


